
September 13, 2026       9:30 am 
17th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 
 

~ Welcome Visitors! ~ 
 
Guide to the bulletin: An asterisk (*) indicates an invitation to rise in body 
and/or spirit. Text printed in BOLD indicates everyone says them together. 
NCH is the New Century Hymnal next to your pew chair.  
 

Children: Children are always welcome here. We know youth grow – in 
the love of God and the love of others – when they have opportunities to 
worship in community. After the Message for All, children are invited to 
participate in Sunday School, sit by their family in the sanctuary or at the 
Prayer Ground. There are a variety of quiet activities and fidgets the 
youth (and adults!) can do available by the sanctuary doors. There is 
also a Prayer Ground set up at the front of the sanctuary. There are 
several quiet activities prepared for children. We know many of us need 
to wiggle a bit to be comfortable. Kids do too!!! Adults are welcome to 
sit in this area as well! #ChildofGod. You and/or your children are 
welcome to get up during the service to select something to do.  

 
GATHERING TOGETHER 

Prelude                     
 
Welcome and Community Connections      

https://www.sneucc.org/files/websites/www/Pray-Ground-for-web.pdf


 
Introit                      Jesus Calls Us                    John L. Bell & Graham Maule                  
 
*Call to Worship1 
One: The Spirit draws us to ourselves— 
All: She says yes to the space our bodies take up. 
One: She says yes to our dreams and soulful desires. 
 
One: The Spirit invites us beyond ourselves— 
All: To connection with our flora and fauna kin, 
One: To plant our roots deep in the soil of community. 
 
One: We gather today honoring the wisdom of Spirit which whispers 
through our bodies and through our relationships. 
 
* Opening Prayer 
Gentle Comforter, where bad theology confronts our inner wisdom, 
where capitalistic stories tie our value to what we can produce, 
where beauty standards tell us we are not worthy— 
undo it, undo it, undo it, Expansive God! 
 
Lead us instead into your wide story of flourishing, 
where our rest and inherent worth cover us like a blanket. Amen. 
 
*Hymn                  There’s a Spirit of Love in This Place         bulletin insert 
 

HEARING GOD’S WORD TOGETHER 
Hebrew Scripture                  Genesis 12:1-9 
 
Anthem                              God so Loved the World                   John Stainer  
 
Gospel                               Matthew 28:19-20 
 
Message for All   
After the Message for All, children are invited to participate in Sunday 
School, sit by their family in the sanctuary, or at the Prayer Ground     
 

 
1 Adapted from “Enfleshed,” Liturgy that Matters, accessed Sept. 14, 2026, 
https://enfleshed.com/wp-content/uploads/ 2024/02/Feb18Subs.pdf. 



Prayer of Jesus 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
Reflection 

 
SHARING OUR LIVES 

Call to Prayer                             Hear My Cry 
 
Prayers of the People 
During our online worship service, we invite you to type your prayers in 
the comments section on your screen. Or you can text prayers to Pastor 
Kris at 608-438-6307. We will collect the petitions and read them during 
the service. Know that prayers shared this day are public. If you have 
prayer request you would like to remain private, you may email them to: 
pastorkris@memorialucc.org and/or pastorpeter@memorialucc.org 
 
Offering: Where Your Heart Is 
 
Offertory 
 
*Doxology 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God, for all that love has done; 
Creator, Christ and Spirit, One. Amen. 
 
* Prayer of Dedication and Thanksgiving 
All: Faithful Spirit, bless these offerings and our stories of 
persistence—Our learning and thriving, joys and mistakes, and the 
sometimes heroic efforts to takes to get us through the day. Bless our 
offerings to the Fierce Love that flows through us and beyond us, into 
the broader community. Amen. 
 

GOING OUT INTO THE WORLD 
*Song for Going Out        Go, My Children, with My Blessing        NCH 82 

mailto:pastorpeter@memorialucc.org


 
*Benediction  
 
*Postlude                     
 
Worship Leaders: Jeff Darwin (Music Dir.), Bríghín Kane-Grade (Choral 
Dir.), Pastor Kris Gorton, and Pastor Peter Morris 
Readers: Merry Spangler and Ulrika Swanson  
Usher: Jay Johnson 
Media Room: Scott Oebser 
Fellowship: Marcy Brant 
 
Memorial UCC's ONE LICENSE for streaming: #A-711042 
 

Hearing Loop and Listening Devices: For those who have 
hearing aids, Memorial UCC has a t-coil compatible hearing 
loop. Listening devices are also available for people who 
are hard of hearing. See an usher if you need assistance. 

 
Bathrooms: There are two bathrooms near the main entrance of the 
church. A third Gender Neutral and Accessible bathroom is in the hallway 
by the nursery. If you need assistance finding the restrooms, an usher will 
gladly help you. 
 

Giving Options—Ever-Widening Opportunities: Checks 
can be mailed directly to the church or dropped off 
during office hours. Please indicate any special 
designation in the memo line. You can give securely via 
PayPal with your credit card, debit card, or direct 

withdrawals. Visit and click the "giving" link in the upper right-hand 
corner or scan the QR code here. If you are interested in monthly 
automatic withdrawals, please email Ulrika Swanson at 
ulrikaswanson@gmail.com, and she will get you signed up.  
 
 Want to Know More About Us? Co-pastors Kris and Peter would be 
happy to set up a time to chat further. Feel free to contact either of them 
at pastorkris@memorialucc.org or pastorpeter@memorialucc.org. You 
don't need to be a formal member to get involved here. There is a lot of 
information on our website at www.memorialucc.org.  
 

mailto:ulrikaswanson@gmail.com
mailto:pastorkris@memorialucc.org
http://pastorpeter@memorialucc.org
http://www.memorialucc.org/


 
 

 

 



 


